
 

        BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW  
          7:00 PM, Tuesday, March 12, 2024 

          TOWN HALL, 102 E. Main Street Front Royal, VA 
          2nd Floor, East Conference Room 

          Regular Meeting 
 

AGENDA 
 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

• January 9, 2024 – Regular Meeting 

• February 13, 2024 – Regular Meeting 
 

III. NEW BUSINESS 
 

• COA Application #2400122 – A Certificate of Appropriateness Application 

submitted by EverGro FS, c/o Wesley Harmon to install a 122 square foot static 

cling window sign to a noncontributing structure at 50 Water Street, identified 

by Tax Map 20A8-6-B-8. The property is zoned C-2, Downtown Business 

District and is located in the Historic Overlay District. 
 

• COA Application #2400126 – A Certificate of Appropriateness Application 

submitted by The Minick Group, LLC to replace the wood siding on all sides of 

the building with vinyl siding (work is complete) and replace the existing mix 

of vinyl and wood windows with vinyl windows to the contributing structure 

at 24A W. Stonewall Drive, identified by Tax Map 20A7-4-91. The property is 

zoned R-3, Residential District and is located in the Historic Overlay District. 

 

IV. OLD BUSINESS 

 

• COA Application #2400032 – A Certificate of Appropriateness Application 
submitted by Rev. FR. Leonard Chukwujioke-Mbiha for exterior renovations to 
the contributing structure at 303 Blue Ridge Avenue, identified by Tax Map 
20A8-13-1A. The property is zoned R-3, Residential District and is located in 
the Historic Overlay District. 

   
V. ADJOURNMENT 

For additional information, please contact Planning & Community Development Staff at (540)635-4236. 
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The following minutes are a summary of items on the agenda. This meeting may be viewed in its 

entirety by accessing the video of the same date online via the Town’s website at 

www.frontroyalva.com for a limited time.  

 

A regular meeting of the Board of Architectural Review of the Town of Front Royal, Virginia 

was held on January 9, 2024, in the Town Hall East Conference Room. 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairman Waters called the Board of Architectural Review meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.. 

 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

Present: Collin Waters, Chairman  

Ellen Aders 

  Gary Vaughan 

 

Absent: Holly Rhodenhizer, Vice Chairman 

Katherine Snyder  

 

Staff Present: Lauren Kopishke, Planning Director / Zoning Administrator 

John Ware, Deputy Zoning Administrator  

   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

• December 12, 2023, Regular Meeting 

 

There was not a quorum of members who attended the December 12, 2023 meeting to vote on 

the minutes. The minutes will be voted on at the next regular meeting. 

 

Chairman Waters moved, seconded by Mr. Vaughan to postpone approval of the December 12, 

2023 minutes until the next meeting. 

 

VOTE: Yes – Waters, Vaughan, Aders 

 No – N/A 

 Abstain – N/A  

 Absent – Rhodenhizer, Snyder  VOICE VOTE 

 

 

http://www.frontroyalva.com/
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NEW BUSINESS 

 

• COA Application #2300789 – A Certificate of Appropriateness Application submitted 

by Warren County Planning Director Matt Wendling to place a granite memorial bench, 

two monuments, an access walkway to the bench and landscaping for the site for the 

Revolutionary War Soldiers Memorial Project to be located at the Warren County 

Courthouse, 1 E. Main Street, identified by tax map 20A7-4-25. The property is zoned C-

2, Downtown Business District and is located in the Historic Overlay District.   

 

Mr. Ware explained that the application was for the placement of a granite memorial bench, two 

monuments with plaques, an ADA accessible brick walkway to the bench and landscaping for 

the site of the Revolutionary War Soldiers Memorial Project to be located at the Warren County 

Court House, 1 E. Main Street. The contributing structure is located in the Downtown Business 

District at the southeast corner of East Main Street and South Royal Avenue.  Mr. Ware gave a 

brief history of the building located at 1 E. Main Street. He gave a virtual presentation of where 

the monuments, bench, and walkway will be located. Mr. Ware noted that the existing 

monuments at this location hold significant value to the property according to the Preservation 

Association.  

 

Leslie Bowery, Warren County Tourism Manager who represented the applicant described each 

proposed monument and provided information about  the Virginia American Revolution 250 

Commemoration.  

 

Ms. Aders moved, seconded by Mr. Vaughan to approve the placement of a granite memorial 

bench, two (2) monuments with plaques, an ADA accessible brick walkway to the bench, and 

landscaping for the site of the Revolutionary War Soldiers Memorial project as submitted. 

VOTE: Yes – Waters, Vaughan, Aders 

 No – N/A 

 Abstain – N/A  

 Absent – Rhodenhizer, Snyder  VOICE VOTE 

 

 

OTHER 

 

There was no other business for discussion. 
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ADJOURNMENT 

 

Mr. Vaughan moved, seconded by Ms. Snyder to adjourn the meeting. 

 

VOTE: Yes – Waters, Vaughan, Aders 

 No – N/A 

 Abstain – N/A  

 Absent – Rhodenhizer, Snyder  VOICE VOTE 

 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:17 p.m. 

 

 

              Approved by Board of Architectural Review 

         Date:        

 



 

 

 

MINUTES – FEBRUARY 13, 2024 
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The following minutes are a summary of items on the agenda. This meeting may be viewed in its 

entirety by accessing the video of the same date online via the Town’s website at 

www.frontroyalva.com for a limited time.  

 

A regular meeting of the Board of Architectural Review of the Town of Front Royal, Virginia 

was held on February 13, 2024, in the Town Hall East Conference Room. 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Vice Chairman Rhodenhizer called the Board of Architectural Review meeting to order at 7:00 

p.m. 

 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

Present: Holly Rhodenhizer, Vice Chairman 

Ellen Aders 

Katherine Snyder  

  Gary Vaughan 

 

Absent: Collin Waters, Chairman 

 

 

Staff Present: Lauren Kopishke, Planning Director / Zoning Administrator 

John Ware, Deputy Zoning Administrator  

Connie Potter, Executive Assistant/Clerk for the Board of Architectural Review 

   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

• December 12, 2023, Regular Meeting 

 

Vice Chairman Rhodenhizer moved, seconded by Mr. Vaughan to approve the meetings 

minutes as written. 

 

VOTE: Yes – Snyder, Rhodenhizer, Vaughan 

 No – N/A 

 Abstain – Aders  

 Absent – Waters    ROLL CALL 

http://www.frontroyalva.com/
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• January 9, 2024, Regular Meeting 

 

There was not a quorum of members who attended the January 9, 2024 meeting to vote on the 

minutes. The minutes will be voted on at the next regular meeting. 

 

 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

 

• Chairman (to begin serving at the next regular BAR meeting) 

 

Vice Chairman Rhodenhizer moved, seconded by Mr. Vaughan to nominate Collin Waters as 

Chairman. 

VOTE: Yes – Snyder, Vaughan, Rhodenhizer, Aders 

 No – N/A 

 Abstain – N/A  

 Absent – Waters    ROLL CALL 

 

• Vice Chairman (to begin serving at the next regular BAR meeting) 

Ms. Snyder moved, seconded by Vice Chairman Rhodenhizer to nominate Gary (Dewey) 

Vaughan as Vice Chairman. 

 

VOTE: Yes – Snyder, Rhodenhizer, Vaughan, Aders 

 No – N/A 

 Abstain – N/A  

 Absent – Waters    ROLL VOTE 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

• COA Application #2400032 – A Certificate of Appropriateness Application submitted 

by Rev. FR. Leonard Chukwujioke-Mbiha for exterior renovations to the contributing 

structure at 303 Blue Ridge Avenue, identified by Tax Map 20A8-13-1A. The property is 

zoned R-3, Residential District and is located in the Historic Overlay District. 

  

Mr. Ware expalined this was a request for 303 Blue Ridge Avenue to install a driveway off of 

Prospect Street, installation of a driveway off of Blue Ridge Avenue, addition of a walkway from 

Prospect Street to Blue Ridge Avenue, and handrails to the stairs on the porches on both the 

Prospect Street side and the Blue Ridge Avenue side of the building.  

 

The estimated date of construction of this dwelling is 1880. Historic and current photographs 

were displayed on a virtual presentation. The applicant was sent a violation letter when Code 
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Enforcement discovered the installation of porch railings without a Zoning Permit or approval 

from the Board of Architectural Review.  

 

After some discussion board members agreed they had many questions for the applicant 

regarding the application. Neither the applicant nor a representative for the applicant were 

present to answer questions.  Board members agreed they would like to hear from the applicant 

or a representative before moving forward with a decision.  

 

Mr. Vaughan moved, seconded by Ms. Snyder to postpone a decision until a representative 

could be present to answer questions. 

 

VOTE: Yes – Snyder, Aders, Vaughan, Rhodenhizer 

 No – N/A 

 Abstain – N/A  

 Absent – Waters    VOICE VOTE 

 

OTHER 

 

• Town Emails 

 

Ms. Kopishke explained the use of Town emails for each board member and how they are 

used on the Town’s website for the public to communicate with them by clicking on a tab that 

says “Board of Architectural Review” which will then be emailed to each board member, 

herself, and Ms. Potter. 

 

Staff mentioned there would be two (2) applications coming to the Board of Architectural 

Review for the March regular meeting in addition to the application that was postponed at this 

meeting. 

 

Ms. Aders asked for an update on the Blude Ridge Avenue property where the house had 

recently burned down. She contacted Warren County Fire and Rescue and was told they had 

not closed the investigation and that an insurance company was involved. 

 

Mr. Ware said that staff would reach out to Fire and Rescue for an update. 

 

Ms. Snyder mentioned that the applicant for 303 Blue Ridge Avenue is not a Priest under the 

Catholic Diocese of Arlington as stated on his letterhead that was submitted with the 

application. The applicant has asked to be under the Diocese but has been denied multiple 

times. She noted that the Diocese has been unable to confirm that he is in fact a Priest as 

stated on the letterhead and application. 
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ADJOURNMENT 

 

Ms. Aders moved, seconded by Mr. Vaughan to adjourn the meeting. 

 

VOTE: Yes – Snyder, Rhodenhizer, Vaughan, Aders 

 No – N/A 

 Abstain – N/A  

 Absent – Waters    VOICE VOTE 

 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:58 p.m. 

 

 

              Approved by Board of Architectural Review 

         Date:        
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TOWN OF FRONT ROYAL 
DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING & ZONING 

 
STAFF REPORT FOR THE 

BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW 
MARCH 12, 2024 

 
 

APPLICATION #:     

COA 2400122 
 

APPLICANT:    

EverGro FS c/o Wesley Harmon 
 

APPLICATION SUMMARY:  
A Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) Application has been submitted for a “static cling” 
window sign at 50 Water Street. (Attachment A)  The signage has already been installed.  

 
GENERAL INFORMATION:                                           

Site Addresses 50 Water Street 
Owner(s) EverGro Cooperative 
Zoning District C-2, Downtown Business District  
Historic District Front Royal Historic Overlay District 
Tax Identification 20A8-6-B-8 

Location The building for review is located at the corner of Water Street and Laura 
Virginia Hale Place. 

 
Vicinity - Aerial  (Warren County GIS) 
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Photo 1 – View of Front Building Elevation – Google Maps – September 2023 
 

 
 

Photo 2 – View of Front Building Elevation  - Google Maps July 2017 
 

 
 

Photo 3 – View of Front Windows/Door  - Google Maps July 2017 
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Photo 4 & 56 – Front Elevation of Existing Signage Already Installed at 50 Water Street 
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Photo 6 – Images from Other EverGro FS Locations – Supplied by the Applicant 
 

 
 
 
SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION:   

 
Legal Authority 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Board of Architectural Review (BAR) is established by the legal authority 
of Virginia Code §15.2-2306 and Sections 175-82 through 175-98 of the Town 
Code. The Town Code gives review authority to the BAR for major projects 
within the Historic Overlay District. The Historic Overlay District consists of the 
areas and structures identified within the Front Royal Historic District. Town 
Code, Section 175-82, states that the purposes of establishing the historic 
resource overlay areas include the following: 

1. To preserve and improve the quality of life for residents of the Town of Front Royal by 
protecting familiar and treasured visual elements in the area. 
2. To promote tourism by protecting historical and cultural resources attractive to visitors and 
thereby supporting local business and industry. 
3. To stabilize and improve property values by providing incentive for the upkeep and 
rehabilitation of older structures and by encouraging desirable uses and forms of economic 
development. 
4. To educate residents on the local cultural and historic heritage as embodied in the Historic 
District Overlay Areas and to foster a sense of pride in this heritage. 
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5. To promote local historic preservation efforts and to encourage the identification and 
nomination of qualified historic properties to the National Register of Historic Places and the 
Virginia Landmarks Register. 
6. To prevent the encroachment of additions or new buildings and structures that are 
architecturally incongruous with their environs within areas of architectural harmony and 
historic character. 

Except where administrative review authority is granted under Section 175-
89.1, and where review is exempt under Section 175-90, the BAR is responsible 
for reviewing major projects in the Historic Overlay District in accordance with 
the guidelines found under Section 175-91 of the Town Code. These guidelines 
are listed at the end of this report.  

 
Historic 
Information 

The building was constructed in 1999. A Zoning Permit was issued in 1999 for 
construction of the “Southern States CO-OP” located at 50 Water Street. In 
addition, a Special Use Permit was issued to Southern States CO-OP, Inc. to 
construct a showroom/warehouse within the Floodplain at 50 Water Street. 

 
Incentives for 
Rehabilitation 
 

 
● Partial Real Estate Tax Exemption. Pursuant to Section 75-75 of the 

Town Code, the exemption shall commence on January 1 of the year 
following completion of the rehabilitation and shall run with the real 
estate for a period of ten (10) years. 

● State Tax Income Credit. The Virginia Rehabilitation Tax Credit 
Program allows property owners who complete a certified 
rehabilitation project to receive an income tax credit on 25% of their 
eligible expenses and an additional 20% credit through the Federal 
Rehabilitation Tax Credit Program. 

 
Historic 
Overlay District 
Guidelines 

GUIDELINES WORKSHEET FOR BAR EVALUATION 
1 
 
 

The historic archaeological or architectural 
value and significance of a structure and its 
relationship to the historic value of the 
surrounding area 

 

2 
 

The age and character of the historic structure, 
its condition, and its probable life expectancy 
and the appropriateness of the proposed 
changes to the period or periods during which 
the structure was built 

 

3 
 
 

The general compatibility of the site plan and 
the exterior design arrangement, texture and 
materials proposed to be used 

 

4 
 

The view of the structure or area from a public 
street or road, present or future 

 

5 The present character of the setting of the 
structure or area and its surroundings 

 

6 
 

The probable effect of proposed construction on 
trees, wooded areas, or historic sites 
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7 Any other factors, including aesthetic factors, 
which the reviewing bodies deem to be 
pertinent 

 

8 The appropriateness of the exterior 
architectural features of such building or 
structure to the compatibility with the exterior 
architectural features of landmarks, buildings, 
or structures in the district, taking into 
consideration the following: 

a. General design  
b. Character and appropriateness of 

design  
c. Form  
d. Proportion and scale   
e. Mass 
f. Configuration 

 

Additional Guidelines:   

● The reviewing bodies shall not adopt or impose any specific architectural style in the 
administration of this Article. 

● The reviewing bodies shall also be guided by the purposes for which landmarks, landmark 
sites and historic districts are designated and by the standards and considerations 
contained in the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation. 

● See Demolition Review Guidelines Addendum for demolition of structures. 

 

 
SUMMARY OF APPLICATION: 
 
The COA is needed to bring the applicant into compliance with the Town Code. The applicant 
installed the sign without prior approval. This is not a contributing structure to the historic district.  
 
Town Code 175-106-A.4 Special Definitions: 

 

SIGN - Any device employing letters, words, symbols, etc., used or intended to attract the 

attention of the public from streets, sidewalks, or other outside public rights-of-ways. For the 

purposes of this Article, the term "sign" shall include all structural members. 

 

SIGN AREA - The surface area encompassed within any regular geometric figure (square, 

rectangle, circle, triangle, etc.) which would enclose all parts of the sign, excluding structural 

supports. 

 

WINDOW SIGN - All signs attached to or applied directly onto the internal or external surface 

or set back less  than one (1) foot from the interior surface, of any  window in view of the general 

public from outside the  structure. 
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The Boards authority is derived from Town Code 175-106-B.3 

 

3.   Signs in the Historic Overlay District: 

 

a. Certificate of Appropriateness Required:  Signs within the Historic Overlay District require the 

approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness by the Board of Architectural Review prior to the 

issuance of a sign permit by the Zoning Administrator. 

 

b. Area, Height, and Location of Signs:  The area, height and location standards for the underlying 

zoning district shall be applicable to signs erected in the Historic Overlay District. 
 

c. Sign Requirements May Be Waived:  The Zoning Administrator may authorize the waiver of the sign 

requirements for setback, spacing, number, frontage,  height, area, and type of signs within the Historic 

Overlay District if the Board of Architectural Review approves a specific sign proposal consistent with 

the character of the building to which it relates and other surrounding properties.  In no case, however, 

may a sign exceed a maximum of sixty (60) square feet. 
 

Town Code 175-106-A.9.c.4 

[4]   Permanent Window Signs: Additional Restrictions. Permanent window signs shall be 

limited in area to twenty-five percent (25%) of the window area or twenty-five (25) 

square feet, whichever is less, and shall be included in the sign area calculations. 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 
 

● Attachment A:  Certificate of Appropriateness Application and Supporting Documents 















ORANGE LOCATION

LOUISA LOCATION

MADISON LOCATION

FRONT ROYAL LOCATION

EverGRO Farm Stores
Branding Across Locations



 

 

 

COA APPLICATION 2400126 

24A W. STONEWALL DRIVE 
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TOWN OF FRONT ROYAL 
DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING & ZONING 

 
STAFF REPORT FOR THE 

BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW 
MARCH 12, 2024 

 
 

APPLICATION #: APPLICANT:    

 

APPLICATION SUMMARY:  
A Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) Application has been submitted to replace the wood 
siding with vinyl siding, install vinyl facia and soffit board over existing material. This work 
has been completed. In addition, the applicant would like to replace a mixture of wood and 
vinyl windows with double hung vinyl windows throughout the house. 
  

 
GENERAL INFORMATION:                                           

Site Addresses 24A W. Stonewall Drive 
Owner(s) The Minick Group, LLC 
Zoning District R-3, Residential District  
Historic District Front Royal Historic Overlay District 
Tax Identification 20A7-4-91 

Location The building for review is located at the corner of W. Stonewall Drive and 
Lee Street. 

 
Vicinity - Aerial  (Warren County GIS) 

 

 

COA-2400126  The Minick Group, LLC 
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Photo 1 – view of front right building elevation – historic district survey 
 
 

 
 

Photo 2 – existing view of front right building elevation – 2024 
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Photo 3 – view of front left building elevation – Google Maps - 2019 

 

 
 

Photo 4 – view of front right building elevation – Google Maps - 2019 
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Photo 5 & 6  –  view of blue painted wood siding before being replaced with a cream color vinyl siding 
(both done by applicant) 
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Photo 7 – existing view of front left building elevation – 2024 
 

 
 

Photo 8 – existing view of front building elevation – 2024 
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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION:   
 
Legal Authority 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Board of Architectural Review (BAR) is established by the legal authority 
of Virginia Code §15.2-2306 and Sections 175-82 through 175-98 of the 
Town Code. The Town Code gives review authority to the BAR for major 
projects within the Historic Overlay District. The Historic Overlay District 
consists of the areas and structures identified within the Front Royal Historic 
District. Town Code, Section 175-82, states that the purposes of establishing 
the historic resource overlay areas include the following: 

1. To preserve and improve the quality of life for residents of the Town of Front Royal by 
protecting familiar and treasured visual elements in the area. 
2. To promote tourism by protecting historical and cultural resources attractive to visitors 
and thereby supporting local business and industry. 
3. To stabilize and improve property values by providing incentive for the upkeep and 
rehabilitation of older structures and by encouraging desirable uses and forms of economic 
development. 
4. To educate residents on the local cultural and historic heritage as embodied in the Historic 
District Overlay Areas and to foster a sense of pride in this heritage. 
5. To promote local historic preservation efforts and to encourage the identification and 
nomination of qualified historic properties to the National Register of Historic Places and the 
Virginia Landmarks Register. 
6. To prevent the encroachment of additions or new buildings and structures that are 
architecturally incongruous with their environs within areas of architectural harmony and 
historic character. 

Except where administrative review authority is granted under Section 175-
89.1, and where review is exempt under Section 175-90, the BAR is 
responsible for reviewing major projects in the Historic Overlay District in 
accordance with the guidelines found under Section 175-91 of the Town 
Code. These guidelines are listed at the end of this report.  

Historic 
Information 

The building (circa 1890-1900) is a contributing building to the Front Royal 
Historic District. Below are notes about the structure, as found within the 
Historic District records. A full copy of the report is attached (see historic 
reconnaissance survey – attachment B) 
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Incentives for 
Rehabilitation 
 

 
● Partial Real Estate Tax Exemption. Pursuant to Section 75-75 of the 

Town Code, the exemption shall commence on January 1 of the year 
following completion of the rehabilitation and shall run with the 
real estate for a period of ten (10) years. 

● State Tax Income Credit. The Virginia Rehabilitation Tax Credit 
Program allows property owners who complete a certified 
rehabilitation project to receive an income tax credit on 25% of 
their eligible expenses and an additional 20% credit through the 
Federal Rehabilitation Tax Credit Program. 

 
Historic 
Overlay District 
Guidelines 

GUIDELINES WORKSHEET FOR BAR EVALUATION 
1 
 
 

The historic archaeological or architectural 
value and significance of a structure and its 
relationship to the historic value of the 
surrounding area 

 

2 
 

The age and character of the historic structure, 
its condition, and its probable life expectancy 
and the appropriateness of the proposed 
changes to the period or periods during which 
the structure was built 

 

3 
 
 

The general compatibility of the site plan and 
the exterior design arrangement, texture and 
materials proposed to be used 

 

4 
 

The view of the structure or area from a public 
street or road, present or future 

 

5 The present character of the setting of the 
structure or area and its surroundings 

 

6 
 

The probable effect of proposed construction on 
trees, wooded areas, or historic sites 

 

7 Any other factors, including aesthetic factors, 
which the reviewing bodies deem to be 
pertinent 

 

8 The appropriateness of the exterior 
architectural features of such building or 
structure to the compatibility with the exterior 
architectural features of landmarks, buildings, 
or structures in the district, taking into 
consideration the following: 

a. General design  
b. Character and appropriateness of 

design  
c. Form  
d. Proportion and scale   
e. Mass 
f. Configuration 
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Additional Guidelines:   

● The reviewing bodies shall not adopt or impose any specific architectural style in the 
administration of this Article. 

● The reviewing bodies shall also be guided by the purposes for which landmarks, 
landmark sites and historic districts are designated and by the standards and 
considerations contained in the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation. 

● See Demolition Review Guidelines Addendum for demolition of structures. 

 

 
 
SUMMARY OF APPLICATION:  
The applicant is requesting a COA to come into compliance with the Town Code. Vinyl 
siding was installed over the original wood siding prior to obtaining the necessary 
permits. The applicant did not remove any original materials.  
 
The applicant is also requesting to replace the remaining wood windows with vinyl 
windows. At some point, wood windows were removed, and vinyl windows were 
installed without obtaining approval. The installation of the existing vinyl windows 
predates the current applicants’ ownership of this dwelling.  
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
● Attachment A:  Certificate of Appropriateness Application and Supporting Documents 
● Attachment B:  Historic Reconnaissance Survey 
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303 BLUE RIDGE AVENUE 

(Continuation from February BAR Meeting) 
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TOWN OF FRONT ROYAL 
DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING & ZONING 

 
STAFF REPORT FOR THE 

BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW 
MARCH 12, 2024 

 
 

APPLICATION #:     

COA 2400032 
 

APPLICANT:    

Rev. FR. Leonard Chukwujioke-Mbiha 
 

APPLICATION SUMMARY:  
A Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) Application has been submitted for exterior 
renovations to the contributing structure at 303 Blue Ridge Avenue. (Attachment A) This 
application review is continued from the February 13, 2024 BAR meeting. 

 
GENERAL INFORMATION:                                           

Site Addresses 303 Blue Ridge Avenue 
Owner(s) Mamusu Chukwujioke 
Zoning District R-3, Residential District  
Historic District Front Royal Historic Overlay District 
Tax Identification 20A8-13-1A 

Location The building for review is located at the corner of Blue Ridge Avenue and 
East Prospect Street. 
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Vicinity - Aerial  (Warren County GIS) 
 

 
 
 

Photo 1 – View of Front Building Elevation – Google Maps – September 2023 
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Photo 2 – View of Right Building Elevation (from E. Prospect Street)  - Google Maps September 2023 

 

 
 
 
 

Photo 3 – View of Front Left Building Elevation – Google Maps – September 2023 
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Photo 4 – View of Front Right Building Elevation – Historic District Survey 

 

 
 

Photo 5 – View of Front Left Building Elevation – Historic District Survey 
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Photo 6 – View of Front Right Building Elevation – Historic District Survey 
 

 
 
 
SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION:   

 
Legal Authority 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Board of Architectural Review (BAR) is established by the legal authority 
of Virginia Code §15.2-2306 and Sections 175-82 through 175-98 of the Town 
Code. The Town Code gives review authority to the BAR for major projects 
within the Historic Overlay District. The Historic Overlay District consists of the 
areas and structures identified within the Front Royal Historic District. Town 
Code, Section 175-82, states that the purposes of establishing the historic 
resource overlay areas include the following: 

1. To preserve and improve the quality of life for residents of the Town of Front Royal by 
protecting familiar and treasured visual elements in the area. 
2. To promote tourism by protecting historical and cultural resources attractive to visitors and 
thereby supporting local business and industry. 
3. To stabilize and improve property values by providing incentive for the upkeep and 
rehabilitation of older structures and by encouraging desirable uses and forms of economic 
development. 
4. To educate residents on the local cultural and historic heritage as embodied in the Historic 
District Overlay Areas and to foster a sense of pride in this heritage. 
5. To promote local historic preservation efforts and to encourage the identification and 
nomination of qualified historic properties to the National Register of Historic Places and the 
Virginia Landmarks Register. 
6. To prevent the encroachment of additions or new buildings and structures that are 
architecturally incongruous with their environs within areas of architectural harmony and 
historic character. 

Except where administrative review authority is granted under Section 175-
89.1, and where review is exempt under Section 175-90, the BAR is responsible 
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for reviewing major projects in the Historic Overlay District in accordance with 
the guidelines found under Section 175-91 of the Town Code. These guidelines 
are listed at the end of this report.  

 
Historic 
Information 

The building (circa 1880 is a contributing building to the Front Royal Historic 
District. Below are notes about the structure, as found within the Historic 
District records. A full copy of the report is attached (see historic 
reconnaissance survey – attachment B) 

 

 

 

 
Incentives for 
Rehabilitation 
 

 
● Partial Real Estate Tax Exemption. Pursuant to Section 75-75 of the 

Town Code, the exemption shall commence on January 1 of the year 
following completion of the rehabilitation and shall run with the real 
estate for a period of ten (10) years. 

● State Tax Income Credit. The Virginia Rehabilitation Tax Credit 
Program allows property owners who complete a certified 
rehabilitation project to receive an income tax credit on 25% of their 
eligible expenses and an additional 20% credit through the Federal 
Rehabilitation Tax Credit Program. 
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Historic 
Overlay District 
Guidelines 

GUIDELINES WORKSHEET FOR BAR EVALUATION 
1 
 
 

The historic archaeological or architectural 
value and significance of a structure and its 
relationship to the historic value of the 
surrounding area 

 

2 
 

The age and character of the historic structure, 
its condition, and its probable life expectancy 
and the appropriateness of the proposed 
changes to the period or periods during which 
the structure was built 

 

3 
 
 

The general compatibility of the site plan and 
the exterior design arrangement, texture and 
materials proposed to be used 

 

4 
 

The view of the structure or area from a public 
street or road, present or future 

 

5 The present character of the setting of the 
structure or area and its surroundings 

 

6 
 

The probable effect of proposed construction on 
trees, wooded areas, or historic sites 

 

7 Any other factors, including aesthetic factors, 
which the reviewing bodies deem to be 
pertinent 

 

8 The appropriateness of the exterior 
architectural features of such building or 
structure to the compatibility with the exterior 
architectural features of landmarks, buildings, 
or structures in the district, taking into 
consideration the following: 

a. General design  
b. Character and appropriateness of 

design  
c. Form  
d. Proportion and scale   
e. Mass 
f. Configuration 

 

Additional Guidelines:   

● The reviewing bodies shall not adopt or impose any specific architectural style in the 
administration of this Article. 

● The reviewing bodies shall also be guided by the purposes for which landmarks, landmark 
sites and historic districts are designated and by the standards and considerations 
contained in the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation. 

● See Demolition Review Guidelines Addendum for demolition of structures. 

 
  



 
 

Page 8 
 

  
 

 

 
 
SUMMARY OF APPLICATION: 
 
The applicant has requested several items for the BAR’s consideration. Their statement of 
justification included 11 items, however not all the items require a COA. The letter establishes the 
intent to complete some exterior renovations of the yard and primary structure. The changes to 
the primary structure appear to be interior or not regulated by the BAR (10, repainting the house). 
 

1. Installation of Driveway off Prospect St 
2. Installation of Driveway off Blue Ridge 
3. Addition of Paved Walkway from Prospect Street to Blue Ridge Avenue 
4. Prospect Street Entrance – Handrail for stairs to porch 
5. Blue Ridge Avenue Entrance- Handrail for stairs to porch 

 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
 

● Attachment A:  Certificate of Appropriateness Application and Supporting Documents 

● Attachment B:  Historic Reconnaissance Survey 




































