
 

               TOWN OF FRONT ROYAL  
                   BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW  

                                  REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 
                                       7:00 PM, Tuesday, January 14, 2025 

 
 
           

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

• December 10, 2024 – Regular Meeting 
 
 

III. NEW BUSINESS 
 

• COA Application #2400693 – A Certificate of Appropriateness Application 
submitted by Shelly Cook for the installation of stairs, installation of 2nd level deck 
and railings, removal of windows and replace with a door on the second story 
accessing the deck, and removal and replacement of the 2nd story front and side 
windows at 207 S. Royal Avenue, identified by Tax Map 20A7-4-106. The property is 
zoned C-1, Community Business District and is located in the Historic Overlay 
District.  Work is complete. 

 

• COA Application #2400694 – A Certificate of Appropriateness Application 
submitted by Shelly Cook/Cook Realty for a building to house an outdoor pizza oven 
at 201/205 S. Royal Avenue, identified by Tax Map 20A7-4-108 & 109. The property 
is zoned C-1, Community Business District and is located in the Historic Overlay 
District.  Building has already been erected. 

 

• COA Application #2400710 – A Certificate of Appropriateness Application 
submitted by Cook Realty/Shelly Cook for exterior renovations to house the future 
kitchen for a restaurant located behind 201 and 205 S. Royal Avenue, at 10 W. 
Stonewall Drive (address #10 to be assigned) identified by Tax Map 20A7-4-108 & 
109. The property is zoned C-1, Community Business District and is located in the 
Historic Overlay District.   

 
 
IV. ADJOURNMENT 

 

For additional information, please contact Planning & Community Development Staff at (540)635-4236. 

 



 

 

 

 

BAR REGULAR MEETING MINUTES – DECEMBER 18, 2024 
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The following minutes are a summary of items on the agenda. This meeting may be viewed in its 

entirety by accessing the video of the same date online via the Town’s website at 

www.frontroyalva.com for a limited time.  

 

A regular meeting of the Board of Architectural Review of the Town of Front Royal, Virginia 

was held on December 10, 2024, in the Town Hall East Conference Room. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairman Waters called the Board of Architectural Review meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

Present: Collin Waters, Chairman  

Gary Vaughan, Vice Chairman 

Ellen Aders  

Dede Nash 

 

Absent: Katherine Snyder 

 

Staff Present: Lauren Kopishke, Planning and Zoning Director/Zoning Administrator 

John M. Ware, Deputy Zoning Administrator 

Connie Potter, Executive Assistant/Clerk for the Board of Architectural Review 

   

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

• September 10, 2024 (Revised) – Regular Meeting  

• October 8, 2024 – Regular Meeting 

• October 23, 2024 – Work Session  

 

Ms. Aders moved, seconded by Vice Chairman Vaughan to approve the meeting minutes as 

written. 

 

VOTE: Yes – Waters, Vaughan, Aders 

 No – N/A 

 Abstain – Nash 

 Absent – Snyder    VOICE VOTE  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

• COA Application #2400637 – A Certificate of Appropriateness Application submitted 

by Teddy Stout Construction, Inc. to construct a duplex at 240 Blue Ridge Avenue, 

identified by Tax Map 20A7-4-178. The property is zoned R-3, Residential District and is    

located in the Historic Overlay District. 

 

http://www.frontroyalva.com/
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Mr. Ware reviewed the application request and gave an overview of Town Code Chapter 175-

89.A.2 that applies to this application in the Historic District. The property is zoned R-3 which 

allows duplexes, single-family homes, and town homes. This application requires action from the 

Board and can not be approved administratively by Town staff. 

 

Board concerns for major actions for new construction are: 

 

- Focus on whether the plans are compatible with and enhance the historic or architectural 

value of the surrounding structures or area. 

- Make a final decision and briefly state your findings. 

- Follow the guidelines listed in Town Code Chapter 175-91A.8.a-l. These guidelines 

should be used to determine approval or denial with an application for new construction. 

a. General design. 

b. Character and appropriateness of design. 

c. Form. 

d. Proportion and scale. 

e. Mass. 

f. Configuration. 

g. Arrangement. 

h. Texture. 

i. Material. 

 

Mr. Ware continued to review portions of Town Code related to the application stating that 

common roof materials in the historic districts include metal, slate and asphalt shingles. In using 

asphalt shingles, do not use light colors. Consider using darker textured shingles that resemble 

slate or wood shingles.  

 

Porches are a prominent part of the historic district. Most of Front Royals historic homes have 

some type of porch. There is much variety in size, location and type of porches and this variety 

relates to different residential architectural styles.  

 

The proposed duplex will meet Town Code parking requirements. Setbacks have been adjusted 

to align with the adjoining property to the north and are in line with Town Code. 

 

Renderings of the proposed structure were provided in a power point presentation. Mr. Ware 

reviewed the Scope of Work provided by the applicant which is shown below. 
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Ms. Aders expressed concerns regarding the interpretation of Town Code regarding roof 

materials. Board members and staff agreed wording can be addressed when revising the Zoning 

Ordinance which is currently being reviewed by the Planning Commission in draft form. 

 

George Cline discussed porches in the historic district. He referred to a property he owned on 

Chester Street explaining he had demolished the old wood porch and constructed a new porch 

with a wood frame wrapped in white vinyl, installed the “same” columns with white vinyl. He 

installed the same pickets but in a vinyl material and the floor was made of gray Trex. Mr. Cline 

noted he did that project ten (10) years ago and when looking at it today it looks exactly like it 

did ten (10) years ago which is why applicants would prefer to use vinyl vs. wood products. He 

believes that it is better to use vinyl products that aren’t going to rot in 10 years like wood will 

do. 

 

Board members held a discussion with the applicant and requested changes to the Scope of 

Work. Discussion items included roof materials, window style/type, handrails and the addition of 

two (2) second floor windows on the north facade. Board members and the applicant agreed 

upon the following changes to the Scope of Work. 
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Ms. Aders reviewed the amended Scope of Work to be the following: 

 

➢ 30-Year Architectural Shingles – Black in color on the main roof. 

➢ LP Smart Siding (sage in color) on the entire house – wood look. 

➢ Limestone faux stone water table on front of both units. 

➢ Standing Seam Black Metal Roof over porches and bay windows, and eyebrow (lunette). 

➢ Front elevation in a gable scallop or shake vinyl siding. 

➢ 10’ x 16’ rear Trex deck and vinyl handrails and 6-foot privacy wall in vinyl separating 

units. 

➢ 6-foot wood privacy fence along rear property line with green giant/evergreen trees. 

➢ Front door to be six (6) panel fiberglass - wood grain. 

➢ Concrete foundation and sidewalks.  

➢ Concrete foundation painted to match siding. 

➢ Front porch Trex. Same material as rear deck. 

➢ White aluminum gutters, downspout, and white soffit/trim. 

➢ Double hung white vinyl windows with no grills - slim-line with wood trim as indicated 

on rendering. 

➢ Add two (2) windows to the side of prospect street and bay window – slim-line with 

wood trim as indicated on rendering. 

➢ Sod yard/landscape in front or each unit. 

➢ Driveway – blacktop. 

➢ Front porch columns craftsman style as indicated on rendering. 

➢ Two (2) second floor windows on the north façade – slim-line with wood trim as 

indicated. 

 

Ms. Aders moved, seconded by Vice Chairman Vaughan to approve the Scope of Work as 

amended. 

 

VOTE: Yes – Aders, Vaughan, Waters, Nash 

 No – N/A 

 Abstain – N/A 

 Absent – Snyder    VOICE VOTE  

 

Ms. Stout expressed that it would be a good idea to include one or two individuals from the 

Builders Association to contribute to the rewording of the Historic District Guidelines. 

 

OTHER 

 

Board members agreed to hold a work session at 5 p.m. before the regular BAR meeting at 7 

p.m. on January 14, 2025 to discuss revisions to the Historic District Guidelines. Staff noted 

there should be a COA application for review at the regular BAR meeting in January. 
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ADJOURNMENT 

 

Ms. Aders moved, seconded by Vice Chairman Vaughan to adjourn the meeting. 

 

VOTE: Yes – Nash, Waters, Vaughan, Aders 

 No – N/A 

 Abstain – N/A  

 Absent – Snyder    VOICE VOTE 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:03 p.m. 

 

 

              Approved by Board of Architectural Review 

         Date:         

 



 

 

 

 

COA APPLICATION #2400693 – A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 

APPLICATION SUBMITTED BY SHELLY COOK FOR THE INSTALLATION OF 

STAIRS, INSTALLATION OF 2ND LEVEL DECK AND RAILINGS, REMOVAL OF 

WINDOWS AND REPLACE WITH A DOOR ON THE SECOND STORY 

ACCESSING THE DECK, AND REMOVAL AND REPLACEMENT OF THE 2ND 

STORY FRONT AND SIDE WINDOWS AT 207 S. ROYAL AVENUE, IDENTIFIED 

BY TAX MAP 20A7-4-106. THE PROPERTY IS ZONED C-1, COMMUNITY 

BUSINESS DISTRICT AND IS LOCATED IN THE HISTORIC OVERLAY 

DISTRICT.  WORK IS COMPLETE. 
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                         TOWN OF FRONT ROYAL 
            DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING & ZONING 

 
                              STAFF REPORT FOR THE 
                   BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW 
                                 JANUARY 14, 2025 

 

APPLICATION SUMMARY:  
A Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) Application submitted by Shelly Cook for the 
installation of stairs, a 2nd level deck and railings, removal of windows and subsequent 
replacement with a door on the second story accessing the unpermitted deck, and 
removal and replacement of the 2nd story front and side windows at 207 S. Royal 
Avenue. The proposed work is complete. 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION:                                           
Site Addresses 207 S. Royal Avenue 
Owner(s) Servants Hands Construction LLC 

Zoning District C-1, Community Business District 
Historic District Front Royal Historic Overlay District 
Tax Identification 20A7-4-106 
Location The subject property is located south of the intersection 

between W Stonewall Drive and South Royal Avenue. 
 

Vicinity Map (Warren County GIS) – 207 S Royal Avenue 
 

APPLICATION #:    
Certificate of Appropriateness 
Application #2400693 

 

APPLICANT:    
Shelly Cook 
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Aerial Map (Warren County GIS) – 207 S. Royal Avenue 
 

 
 

South Elevation - 207 S. Royal Avenue 
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South Elevation - 207 S. Royal Avenue 
 

 
 

Front Elevatoin - 207 S. Royal Avenue 
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Rear Elevation Newly Installed Stairs - 207 S. Royal Avenue 
 

 
 

Rear Elevation Newly Installed Stairs, Railing, and Deck - 207 S. Royal Avenue 
 

 



  
Page 5 

 
  

Rear Elevation Newly Installed Stairs and Deck - 207 S. Royal Avenue 
 

 
 

Rear Elevation Newly Installed Deck - 207 S. Royal Avenue 
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Rear Elevation Newly Installed Deck Stained and Unstained - 207 S. Royal Avenue 
 

 
 

Rear Elevation Removed Existing Window and Replaced With A Door - 207 S. Royal Avenue 
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Rear elevation window removed and boarded up - 207 S. Royal Avenue 
 

 
 

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION:   
Legal 
Authority 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Board of Architectural Review (BAR) is established by the legal authority 
of Virginia Code §15.2-2306 and Sections 175-82 through 175-98 of the Town 
Code. The Town Code grants review authority to the BAR for major projects 
within the Historic Overlay District.  The Historic Overlay District consists of 
the areas and structures identified within the Front Royal Historic District.  
Town Code, Section 175-82, states that the purposes of establishing the 
historic resource overlay areas include the following: 

1. To preserve and improve the quality of life for residents of the Town of 
Front Royal by protecting familiar and treasured visual elements in the area. 
2. To promote tourism by protecting historical and cultural resources 
attractive to visitors and thereby supporting local business and industry. 
3. To stabilize and improve property values by providing incentive for the 
upkeep and rehabilitation of older structures and by encouraging desirable 
uses and forms of economic development. 
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4. To educate residents on the local cultural and historic heritage as 
embodied in the Historic District Overlay Areas and to foster a sense of pride 
in this heritage. 
5. To promote local historic preservation efforts and to encourage the 
identification and nomination of qualified historic properties to the National 
Register of Historic Places and the Virginia Landmarks Register. 
6. To prevent the encroachment of additions or new buildings and structures 
that are architecturally incongruous with their environs within areas of 
architectural harmony and historic character. 

Except where administrative review authority is granted under Section 175-
89.1, and where review is exempt under Section 175-90, the BAR is 
responsible for reviewing major projects in the Historic Overlay District in 
accordance with the guidelines found under Section 175-91 of the Town 
Code.  These guidelines are listed at the end of this report. 

Historic 
Information 

The building (circa 1880-1900) is a contributing building to the Front Royal 
Historic District.  Below are notes about the structure, as found within the 
Historic District records.  A full copy of the report is attached. 
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Incentives for 
Rehabilitation 
 

 
• Partial Real Estate Tax Exemption.  Pursuant to Section 175-97 of 

the Town Code, owners that engage in approved rehabilitation 
projects have the ability to seek a 10-year tax exemption equal to 
the increase in assessed value resulting from the rehabilitation. 

 
• State Tax Income Credit. The Virginia Rehabilitation Tax Credit 

Program allows property owners who complete a certified 
rehabilitation project to receive an income tax credit on 25% of 
their eligible expenses and an additional 20% credit through the 
Federal Rehabilitation Tax Credit Program. 

 
 
Historic 
Overlay 
District 
Guidelines 

GUIDELINES WORKSHEET FOR BAR EVALUATION 
1 
 
 

The historic archaeological or architectural 
value and significance of a structure and its 
relationship to the historic value of the 
surrounding area. 

 

2 
 

The age and character of the historic structure, 
its condition, and its probable life expectancy 
and the appropriateness of the proposed 
changes to the period or periods during which 
the structure was built. 

 

3 
 
 

The general compatibility of the site plan and 
the exterior design arrangement, texture and 
materials proposed to be used. 

 

4 
 

The view of the structure or area from a public 
street or road, present or future.  

5 The present character of the setting of the 
structure or area and its surroundings.  

6 
 

The probable effect of proposed construction 
on trees, wooded areas, or historic sites.  

7 Any other factors, including aesthetic factors, 
which the reviewing bodies deem to be 
pertinent. 

 

8 The appropriateness of the exterior 
architectural features of such building or 
structure to the compatibility with the exterior 
architectural features of landmarks, buildings, 
or structures in the district, taking into 
consideration the following: 

a. General design. 
b. Character and appropriateness of 

design.  
c. Form.  
d. Proportion and scale. 
e. Mass. 
f. Configuration. 

 
g. Arrangement. 
h. Texture. 
i. Material. 
j. The permanent color of exterior 

materials (excluding paint). 
k. The relationship of such elements to 

similar features of structures in the 
immediate surroundings. 
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l. Congruity with the character of the 
Historic District. 

dditional Guidelines:A  

• The reviewing bodies shall not adopt or impose any specific architectural style in 
the administration of this Article. 

 

● The reviewing bodies shall also be guided by the purposes for which landmarks, 
landmark sites and historic districts are designated and by the standards and 
considerations contained in the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation. 

• See Demolition Review Guidelines Addendum for demolition of structures. 

 
STAFF COMMENTS: 
 
The work has been completed at this property without obtaining the necessary permits. The 
applicant constructed stairs to an upper-level deck. The deck and stairs are constructed of 
pressure-treated lumber, and both need clearance from the BAR and a zoning permit. The 
applicant also replaced a window with a door on the upper level, accessing the deck as well as 
windows on the front, rear and side of the structure with vinyl replacement windows.   
 
The BAR needs to make a determination of appropriateness for the following:  
 

1. Conversion of window to door on upper rear of the structure. 
2. Wood to vinyl windows on all sides of the structure. 
3. The addition of deck and stairs to second level.  

 
Staff also recommends that the BAR place stipulations of the trim around the windows.  
 
 

   
   
  
   
  

Attachments: 1) Warning Notice Dated September 5, 2024 of Work Done Without a Permit 
                   or Certificate of Appropriateness

             2)  Certificate of Appropriateness  Application  and Supporting Documents
             3) Virginia Department of Historic Resources Reconnaissance  Property  Survey

 







































 

 

 

 

COA APPLICATION #2400694 – A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 
APPLICATION SUBMITTED BY SHELLY COOK/COOK REALTY FOR A 
BUILDING TO HOUSE AN OUTDOOR PIZZA OVEN AT 201/205 S. ROYAL 
AVENUE, IDENTIFIED BY TAX MAP 20A7-4-108 & 109. THE PROPERTY IS 
ZONED C-1, COMMUNITY BUSINESS DISTRICT AND IS LOCATED IN THE 
HISTORIC OVERLAY DISTRICT.  BUILDING HAS ALREADY BEEN ERECTED. 
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                         TOWN OF FRONT ROYAL 
            DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING & ZONING 

 
                              STAFF REPORT FOR THE 
                   BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW 
                                 JANUARY 14, 2025 

 

APPLICATION SUMMARY:  
A Certificate of Appropriateness Application submitted by Shelly Cook/Cook Realty to 

construct a building to house an outdoor pizza oven behind 201/205 S. Royal Avenue, 

identified by Tax Map 20A7-4-108 & 109. The property is zoned C-1, Community Business 

District and is located in the Historic Overlay District.  The building has already been erected. 

 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION:                                           
Site Addresses 201 and 205 S. Royal Avenue 
Owner(s) Cook-Knighting Realty II LLC 

Zoning District C-1, Community Business District 
Historic District Front Royal Historic Overlay District 
Tax Identification 20A7-4-108 & 109 
Location The subject property is located in the southwest corner of the 

intersection of S Royal Avenue and W Stonewall Drive 
 

Vicinity Map (Warren County GIS) – 201 and 205 S. Royal Avenue 
 

APPLICATION #:    
Certificate of Appropriateness 
Application #2400694 

 

APPLICANT:    
Shelly Cook/Cook Realty 
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Aerial Map (Warren County GIS) –201 and 205 S. Royal Avenue 
 

 
 

Rear Elevation 201 and 205 S. Royal Avenue 
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Rear Elevation 201 and 205 S. Royal Avenue 
 

 
 

Rear Elevation 201 and 205 S. Royal Avenue 
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Rear Elevation 201 and 205 S. Royal Avenue 
 

 
 

Rear Elevation 201 and 205 S. Royal Avenue 
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Front Elevation - 201 S. Royal Avenue 
Virginia Department of Historic Resources Reconnaissance Property Survey 

 
 

 
 

Front Elevation - 205 S. Royal Avenue 
Virginia Department of Historic Resources Reconnaissance Property Survey 
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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION:   
Legal 
Authority 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Board of Architectural Review (BAR) is established by the legal authority 
of Virginia Code §15.2-2306 and Sections 175-82 through 175-98 of the Town 
Code. The Town Code grants review authority to the BAR for major projects 
within the Historic Overlay District.  The Historic Overlay District consists of 
the areas and structures identified within the Front Royal Historic District.  
Town Code, Section 175-82, states that the purposes of establishing the 
historic resource overlay areas include the following: 

1. To preserve and improve the quality of life for residents of the Town of Front Royal by 
protecting familiar and treasured visual elements in the area. 
2. To promote tourism by protecting historical and cultural resources attractive to visitors 
and thereby supporting local business and industry. 
3. To stabilize and improve property values by providing incentive for the upkeep and 
rehabilitation of older structures and by encouraging desirable uses and forms of economic 
development. 
4. To educate residents on the local cultural and historic heritage as embodied in the Historic 
District Overlay Areas and to foster a sense of pride in this heritage. 
5. To promote local historic preservation efforts and to encourage the identification and 
nomination of qualified historic properties to the National Register of Historic Places and the 
Virginia Landmarks Register. 
6. To prevent the encroachment of additions or new buildings and structures that are 
architecturally incongruous with their environs within areas of architectural harmony and 
historic character. 

Except where administrative review authority is granted under Section 175-
89.1, and where review is exempt under Section 175-90, the BAR is 
responsible for reviewing major projects in the Historic Overlay District in 
accordance with the guidelines found under Section 175-91 of the Town 
Code.  These guidelines are listed at the end of this report.  

Historic 
Information 

The building at 201 S Royal Avenue (circa 1880-1900) is a contributing 
building to the Front Royal Historic District.  Below are notes about the 
structure, as found within the Historic District records.  A full copy of the 
report is attached.   
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The building at 205 S Royal Avenue (circa 1950-1970) is a contributing 
building to the Front Royal Historic District.  Below are notes about the 
structure, as found within the Historic District records.  A full copy of the 
report is attached.   

 
 

 
 

 
Incentives for 
Rehabilitation 
 

 
• Partial Real Estate Tax Exemption.  Pursuant to Section 175-97 of 

the Town Code, owners that engage in approved rehabilitation 
projects have the ability to seek a 10-year tax exemption equal to 
the increase in assessed value resulting from the rehabilitation. 

 
• State Tax Income Credit. The Virginia Rehabilitation Tax Credit 

Program allows property owners who complete a certified 
rehabilitation project to receive an income tax credit on 25% of 
their eligible expenses and an additional 20% credit through the 
Federal Rehabilitation Tax Credit Program. 

 
 
 

 
Historic 
Overlay 
District 

GUIDELINES WORKSHEET FOR BAR EVALUATION 
1 
 
 

The historic archaeological or architectural 
value and significance of a structure and its 
relationship to the historic value of the 
surrounding area. 
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Guidelines 2 
 

The age and character of the historic structure, 
its condition, and its probable life expectancy 
and the appropriateness of the proposed 
changes to the period or periods during which 
the structure was built. 

 

3 
 
 

The general compatibility of the site plan and 
the exterior design arrangement, texture and 
materials proposed to be used. 

 

4 
 

The view of the structure or area from a public 
street or road, present or future.  

5 The present character of the setting of the 
structure or area and its surroundings.  

6 
 

The probable effect of proposed construction 
on trees, wooded areas, or historic sites.  

7 Any other factors, including aesthetic factors, 
which the reviewing bodies deem to be 
pertinent. 

 

8 The appropriateness of the exterior 
architectural features of such building or 
structure to the compatibility with the exterior 
architectural features of landmarks, buildings, 
or structures in the district, taking into 
consideration the following: 

a. General design. 
b. Character and appropriateness of 

design.  
c. Form.  
d. Proportion and scale. 
e. Mass. 
f. Configuration. 

 
g. Arrangement. 
h. Texture. 
i. Material. 
j. The permanent color of exterior 

materials (excluding paint). 
k. The relationship of such elements to 

similar features of structures in the 
immediate surroundings. 

l. Congruity with the character of the 
Historic District. 

 

Additional Guidelines:   

• The reviewing bodies shall not adopt or impose any specific architectural style in 
the administration of this Article. 

 

● The reviewing bodies shall also be guided by the purposes for which landmarks, 
landmark sites and historic districts are designated and by the standards and 
considerations contained in the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation. 

• See Demolition Review Guidelines Addendum for demolition of structures. 
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STAFF COMMENTS: 
 
The applicant is requesting permission to construct an accessory structure to house a pizza oven 
on the property of a contributing structure within the Towns’ historic district. The structure has 
been completed; the applicant has been cited for failure to obtain necessary permits. The 
structure will be cladded in the same LP Smartside siding as the main structure.  

 
The BAR needs to determine if the cladding and design of the structure are appropriate.  

 
 

   
  
  
   
 

Attachments:  1)  Warning Notice Dated August 21, 2024 of Work Done Without a Permit or 
                     Certificate of Appropriateness

                             2) Certificate of Appropriateness  Application  and Supporting Documents
3) Virginia Department of Historic Resources Reconnaissance  Property Survey
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COA APPLICATION #2400710 – A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 
APPLICATION SUBMITTED BY COOK REALTY/SHELLY COOK FOR 
EXTERIOR RENOVATIONS TO HOUSE THE FUTURE KITCHEN FOR A 
RESTAURANT LOCATED BEHIND 201 AND 205 S. ROYAL AVENUE, AT 10 W. 
STONEWALL DRIVE (ADDRESS #10 TO BE ASSIGNED) IDENTIFIED BY TAX 
MAP 20A7-4-108 & 109. THE PROPERTY IS ZONED C-1, COMMUNITY 
BUSINESS DISTRICT AND IS LOCATED IN THE HISTORIC OVERLAY 
DISTRICT.   
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                         TOWN OF FRONT ROYAL 
            DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING & ZONING 

 
                              STAFF REPORT FOR THE 
                   BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW 
                                 JANUARY 14, 2025 

 

APPLICATION SUMMARY:  
A Certificate of Appropriateness Application submitted by Cook Realty/Shelly Cook for 

exterior renovations to house the future kitchen for a restaurant located behind 201 and 205 S. 

Royal Avenue, at 10 W. Stonewall Drive (address #10 to be assigned) identified by Tax Map 

20A7-4-108 & 109. The property is zoned C-1, Community Business District and is located 

in the Historic Overlay District.   
 

GENERAL INFORMATION:                                           
Site Addresses 10 Stonewall Drive (address #10 to be assigned) and 205 S. Royal 

Avenue 
Owner(s) Cook-Knighting Realty II LLC 

Zoning District C-1, Community Business District 
Historic District Front Royal Historic Overlay District 
Tax Identification 20A7-4-108 & 109 
Location The subject property is located at the intersection of W. Stonewall 

Drive and S Royal Avenue. 
 

Vicinity Map (Warren County GIS) – 10 Stonewall Drive and 205 S. Royal Avenue 
 

APPLICATION #:    
Certificate of Appropriateness 
Application #2400710 

 

APPLICANT:    
Cook Realty/Shelly Cook 
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Aerial Map (Warren County GIS) –10 Stonewall Drive and 205 S. Royal Avenue 
 

 
 

Front Elevation - 205 S. Royal Avenue 
Virginia Department of Historic Resources Reconnaissance Property Survey 
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Warehouse at the rear of  205 S. Royal Avenue (to be addressed #10 Stonewall Drive) 
Virginia Department of Historic Resources Reconnaissance Property Survey 

 

 
 

Warehouse at the rear of  205 S. Royal Avenue (to be addressed #10 Stonewall Drive) 
December 30, 2024 
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Warehouse at the rear of  205 S. Royal Avenue (to be addressed #10 Stonewall Drive) 
December 30, 2024 

 

 
 

Warehouse at the rear of  205 S. Royal Avenue (to be addressed #10 Stonewall Drive) 
December 30, 2024 
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Warehouse at the rear of  205 S. Royal Avenue (to be addressed #10 Stonewall Drive) 
December 30, 2024 

 

 
 

Warehouse at the rear of  205 S. Royal Avenue (to be addressed #10 Stonewall Drive) 
December 30, 2024 
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Warehouse at the rear of  205 S. Royal Avenue (to be addressed #10 Stonewall Drive) 
December 30, 2024 

 

 
 

Warehouse at the rear of  205 S. Royal Avenue (to be addressed #10 Stonewall Drive) 
December 30, 2024 
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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION:   
Legal 
Authority 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Board of Architectural Review (BAR) is established by the legal authority 
of Virginia Code §15.2-2306 and Sections 175-82 through 175-98 of the Town 
Code. The Town Code grants review authority to the BAR for major projects 
within the Historic Overlay District.  The Historic Overlay District consists of 
the areas and structures identified within the Front Royal Historic District.  
Town Code, Section 175-82, states that the purposes of establishing the 
historic resource overlay areas include the following: 

1. To preserve and improve the quality of life for residents of the Town of Front Royal by 
protecting familiar and treasured visual elements in the area. 
2. To promote tourism by protecting historical and cultural resources attractive to visitors 
and thereby supporting local business and industry. 
3. To stabilize and improve property values by providing incentive for the upkeep and 
rehabilitation of older structures and by encouraging desirable uses and forms of economic 
development. 
4. To educate residents on the local cultural and historic heritage as embodied in the Historic 
District Overlay Areas and to foster a sense of pride in this heritage. 
5. To promote local historic preservation efforts and to encourage the identification and 
nomination of qualified historic properties to the National Register of Historic Places and the 
Virginia Landmarks Register. 
6. To prevent the encroachment of additions or new buildings and structures that are 
architecturally incongruous with their environs within areas of architectural harmony and 
historic character. 

Except where administrative review authority is granted under Section 175-
89.1, and where review is exempt under Section 175-90, the BAR is 
responsible for reviewing major projects in the Historic Overlay District in 
accordance with the guidelines found under Section 175-91 of the Town 
Code.  These guidelines are listed at the end of this report.  

Historic 
Information 

The buildings (to include the warehouse at the rear of the property) at 205 S 
Royal Avenue (circa 1950-1970) are both contributing buildings to the Front 
Royal Historic District.  Below are notes about the structure, as found within 
the Historic District records.  A full copy of the report is attached.   
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Incentives for 
Rehabilitation 
 

 

• Partial Real Estate Tax Exemption.  Pursuant to Section 175-97 of 
the Town Code, owners that engage in approved rehabilitation 
projects have the ability to seek a 10-year tax exemption equal to 
the increase in assessed value resulting from the rehabilitation. 

 

• State Tax Income Credit. The Virginia Rehabilitation Tax Credit 
Program allows property owners who complete a certified 
rehabilitation project to receive an income tax credit on 25% of 
their eligible expenses and an additional 20% credit through the 
Federal Rehabilitation Tax Credit Program. 

 

 
Historic 
Overlay 
District 
Guidelines 

GUIDELINES WORKSHEET FOR BAR EVALUATION 
1 
 
 

The historic archaeological or architectural value 
and significance of a structure and its relationship 
to the historic value of the surrounding area. 

 

2 
 

The age and character of the historic structure, its 
condition, and its probable life expectancy and the 
appropriateness of the proposed changes to the 
period or periods during which the structure was 
built. 

 

3 
 
 

The general compatibility of the site plan and the 
exterior design arrangement, texture and 
materials proposed to be used. 

 

4 
 

The view of the structure or area from a public 
street or road, present or future.  

5 The present character of the setting of the 
structure or area and its surroundings.  

6 
 

The probable effect of proposed construction on 
trees, wooded areas, or historic sites.  

7 Any other factors, including aesthetic factors, 
which the reviewing bodies deem to be pertinent.  

8 The appropriateness of the exterior architectural 
features of such building or structure to the 
compatibility with the exterior architectural 
features of landmarks, buildings, or structures in 
the district, taking into consideration the 
following: 

a. General design. 
b. Character and appropriateness of design.  
c. Form.  
d. Proportion and scale. 
e. Mass. 
f. Configuration. 

 
g. Arrangement. 
h. Texture. 
i. Material. 
j. The permanent color of exterior materials 

(excluding paint). 
k. The relationship of such elements to 

similar features of structures in the 
immediate surroundings. 

l. Congruity with the character of the 
Historic District. 
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Additional Guidelines:   

• The reviewing bodies shall not adopt or impose any specific architectural style in 
the administration of this Article. 

 

● The reviewing bodies shall also be guided by the purposes for which landmarks, 
landmark sites and historic districts are designated and by the standards and 
considerations contained in the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation. 

• See Demolition Review Guidelines Addendum for demolition of structures. 

 
STAFF COMMENTS: 
 
The applicant is proposing to clad the exterior of the warehouse structure with LP Smartside 
siding to match the existing siding on the main structure. The garage door is to be replaced 
per the application documents with a storefront door constructed of glass and steel. 
Windows to be replaced with black vinyl clad 50-year window by Jeld Wen.  
 
The BAR needs to make a determination on the appropriateness of the proposed materials 
for siding, windows, and garage door.  
 
 
 
Attachments: 1) Certificate of Appropriateness Application and Supporting Documents 

 2) Virginia Department of Historic Resources Reconnaissance Property Survey 
  




















